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Your Support Makes a Difference

it in Afric: ok

$10,300 pr 2,000 books — a full 40

P it www.booksforafrica.org 1o dc
For Africa is a regist

Books For Africa. Bo
by lav

Our EIN is 41-1627391

For the fourth consecutive year,
we surveyed our book recipients

to assess impacts and improve
outcomes. We heard from 34
recipients in 15 different African
countries, and were pleased to
learn that recipients overwhelmingly
stated that BFA books are of
very high quality, and will be very
useful in promoting literacy in loc:
communites.
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CHILDREN'S BODKS

MATHEMATICS

Books For Africa Financial Information

Statement of Act;

SUPPORT AND REVENUES
Gontributions 2,489,044 2737607
Interest Earned 21025 66,831
Books Contributed 22,076,725 36146214

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES 25,487,694 38,950,562

EXPENDITURES
Program Operating Expenses - Overseas 25,589,888 33,619,743
‘General and Administrative Expenses 102412 101,837
Fundraising Expenses 220913 192,482

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 25913218 33,914,062

Change in Net Monetary Assets $(37,381) 82979

Change in Book Inventory $(395,308) $5,252,882

2018

2019

SCIENCE

i\

IJIIWERSIH LEVEL BUSINESS
IND ENGINEERING
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Catherine Mayer,

Joseph Mirkonich,

Sir Emeka Offor,
Rosemond Sarpong Owens,
Pam Pappas Stanoch,

Isaac Owens,

Doris Pagelkopt,

‘Sharon Sayles Belton,
Chris Bercaw,

Henry Bromelkamp,
Mahamed

Richard DeLcach,

Laura Bloomberg,
Richard

Frank Babk

Jack Mason Law & Democracy
Initiative Co-Chair:
Arikana Chihombari-Guao,

Walter Mondal

John Rupp,
John Stacey,
Gary Zelko,
In Mem

, Treasurer,

Patrick J. Plonski, Executive Director (Ex Officio)
 Board Member Emeritus (Ex Offico),

2019 Board of Directors
Tom Git

Jote Taddose, residon,
Joanna Sussman, President-Elect,
Thomas Warth, Founder (EX Offcio),

Atare Aghamu, Socretary,
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Summit Society Chair
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2019 Books For Africa
Ambassadors

Martin Akinseye,

Kofi Annan,

Lang" Dibba,
Dr.Fatima Tanni Lawson,

Charte Cogan,
La

John Elstad,
Dustin Holland,
Emma Kasiga,
Vuvu Manseka,
Fotomah Mba,

NONPROFIT ORG.
PERMIT NO. 4593

i* 'C
CombiedFe
Campaig 10718

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

CITW Zambia
. Photo: Sarah Adams

u

nEAQuARTERS:

00K uep Kie  Aer
SSIML BINUAD
uosumoy sauwer
uosiabloy eineq
unyeyL afepu3

dming B 3 Sapey

EYESIONS O¥loY

oS oo

BIagseas yeies

9BuBAS PIEYOY

auols fauar
SUBNIIS B

QUEIS pUE(oY

aauads Youed

10405 11095 2 10129

s (42249 8 piveq
sauey

9113 9 BupaueyS 1218
WpIRS YU

UINES UOSIY B B
siapunes eiujuA)

b S. &
H i85
ihy ifRg ¢
2Z% $8z% ¢
5% PEGI &

g% 2

EEE

ueRalg g Jauiey Apuom
oauay
Biesg 3 anopey

U alseT
Kuiag fuanag ® 9anig
ed RUSIUY.
ieg Byuoop
Ul feysTy
uE Iy
OjuaishQ RaIsser

Uz oY
Ja1hL 3 aheimio Aueyiog
2205W10 UIYIE

Dleuoy 3 UaaN essia
IIEN 1920

AN usadyy.

e euysiy

BN 1890Y

Janeqiyan aujanboer
oo udesor

RN SnOje
1oko e AL
iokop i3

ummesaw euLElEY

W uns

BIRWENOW Appeq
BULRYI ULOF

s ¥
EEE
z8 4&
25 5%
48 i2

Front Cover: Partners with Ethiopia

Photo: Ingrid Olson
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Books Change Everything

BOOKS FOR AFRICA 2019 ANNUAL REPORT
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Dear Friends,
2019 has been anocher record-secting year here at Books For Africa! Your generous suppore in 2019 has allowed
s to make great strides in fighting the African book famine. We are pleased to share with you some of what we.
achieved in 2019:

o the African continent, shipping over 47 million baoks and serving every single African counery in our 31-
year history. This has garnered us an eighth consecutive top 4-sear rating from Charicy Navigtor, s
BFA in the top 4% of all U.S. charities In20 3.3 million books, and 155
compurers and e readersconcaning 40,000 digial baoks, caeying  cta vlue of over $31 millon. 29 councics were served this yar
Y ¢ chan $2.9 million were raised in 20 a

* Weraveledn h ight e A forml pucnrbipwas csblished it he Afian Union, nd 3 EA dlgation scended the 2019
Aftican Union Summit in Addis Ababa, Echiopia. Her Excellency Arikana Chihombori-Quao, African Union Ambassador to the U.S
agreed o serve as Co-Chair of our Jack Mason Law & Democracy Initiative, a role previously held by che lace former U.N. Secretary

General Kofi Annan. The L&D Iniciacive bt a major milestone this year, delivering its 100th law libeaey to Africa, thanks to key support
from Thomson Reuters. Our annual Summit Society Reception was co-hosted by Ambassador Chihombori-Quao and Summit Saciety
Chair His Excellency Edward Sawerengera, Ambassador of Malawi to the U.S. This event was held at che African Union Mission to the
U.S. in Washingeon D.C., and featured a large contingen from the Afeican diplomacic corps. In Minnesota, His Excellency Dr. Ngosa
Simbyakula, Ambassador of Zambia to the U.S., delivered a keynote speech ac our annual luncheon. BFA was also honored to receive the
Friend of the Community” award at the Anmual African Awards Gala in Minneapolis

We connected with

Key partners: 2019 also saw BFA parcicipace in a large-scale USAID-funded project in Echiopia, and finaliz
project in Mozambique which resulied in our first ever “Books For Africa Publishing” inciacive wich che delivery of 300,000 cuscom
princed Poruguese-language children's books to Mozambique. We also continued our partnership with che Echiopian Knowledge and

Technology Transfer Society to develop a librarian training program, helping to ensure that library patrons are being well-served and a

culeure of reading is being fostered. 2019 brought another major project with long-time BEA parcner che Sir Emeka Offor Foundacion,

which delivered cwenty 40-foot containess of books co schools in Nigeria. We were delighted co hose Sir Emeka ac our Aclanca warchouse,

yher b wa sssompanied b e Nigeian Mt of Healh Dr. Orgi Ebaniv 0 inapct i masine thigmenspi 10 departre
107 A also laid

o 1]tguhzncmm\uvcwuh the
wich the U.S. State Department and che African Union.

e u.\grm o ship books to U.S, it o “orps Missions across Africa in parcnership

© We brought books from far and wide: BEA continues to work to put qualiy, relevant materials in the hands of Afican learners. To,
sccomplsh i we e cue  wide e o che bt ateralsavailbles n adlio  she millon f ook hiped ot ofour Adnsa
waehouse, K from Paris, M Barcel s, L les, Hong Kong, L w York Cieyin

collaboration vooks were supplied olle
Becter World Baoks, Leener Pablshing. and Capstone Pablishing. s wel 2 onigoe parenrshy aich e ey »rcwm Under the
new “Books For Africa Publishing’ lsbel, we of 44 In another exciring firse, we.
established e oo remare

evia, abiliy P P

o receive a full container of baoks

‘Welistened to our African partners: For the fourch consecutive year, we surveyed ot baok recipients to assess impacts of our actiities
As with previous surveys, we are pleased to learn chat recipients overwhelmingly race BEA books as high qualicy, and ageee chat the books
wil be very useful in promorting literacy in local communities. In 2019, we head from 34 recipiencs in 15 different African councries. As
one recipienc, Kingsley Kanton from Ghana said, “The books are the single biggest iniciative in the region in the area of education in the
st 30 years and we value chem greatly, and will put them to the best possible use

In 2019 we engaged our partners on all levels in arder co deliver millions of

books. 2019 marks our 31at year of working towards our vision of gecring
children reading in every African country. This was che dream of Kofi Annan,

who stated, "Literacy is quite simply the bridge from misery to hope.” We are

honored P Ip . and we apprecia
help in making chis happen. Wich best wishes for a happy and productive 2020,

Jore Taddese
President

Pacick . Plonski, PhD.
Executive Director




